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there a dirk, all scattered pell-mell on the
shelf, testified to the varied tastes of the
occupants of the gun-room. On a leisure
afternoon they might be seen at work or
play, some making up their logs or tracing
charts, some drawing or reading, and others,
who had kept the middle watch the night
before, stretched on the lockers in well-earned
idleness. The gun-room was separated from
the steward's pantry by a sliding window,
and at a call " Inside there " he would appear
and hand out cocoa or biscuits, or whatever
light refreshments might be in favour at the
moment. The young Princes slept in the
same cabin with the other midshipmen, as
no difference was to be made; and we read
that once, during some very stormy weather
on the way to Australia, the stanchion of
Prince George's cot gave way and sent him
rolling on the floor, to the great amusement
of his messmates and of himself too.
On board ship they were directly under
the ship's officers, with Lord George Scott,
the captain, over all On shore their tutor,
the Rev. John Dalton, had charge of them.
On September 19 the two Princes said
good-bye to their father, the Prince of Wales,
and a week later saw them fairly on the
way down the Channel. Their last sight of